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Santa Stops By
Steven Hernandez, held by mother Sonia Hernandez of Alexandria, was awestruck
on Dec. 14 by a visit from Santa Claus at INOVA Fairfax Hospital for Children. This
marks the 25th year the Fairfax County Police Motorcycle Squad and cooperating
law enforcement agencies have held “Santa’s Ride for Children” to assist Santa in
his effort to make sure that sick children experience holiday cheer.

More photos, page 3.

By Jeanne Theismann

The Gazette

I
t was supposed to be a one-
time event, a toy drive to help
50 struggling families in the

Gum Springs community along the
Route 1 corridor. But that was 14
years ago. Today, the Firefighters
and Friends annual toy drive
serves more than 4,000 children
in need throughout Northern Vir-
ginia.

“I never expected it would grow
like this,” said toy drive founder
Capt. Willie Bailey. “But businesses
and people in the community have
really stepped up to help fill what
is a growing need in this area.”

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

E
very year, a host of spe-
cial interests descend on
Richmond to lobby for
tax credits. Recent years

have seen a proliferation of tax
credits, creating incentives for ev-
erything from creating green jobs
to producing biodiesel. This year
will be no different, as legislators
will face pressure to support an

ever-increasing list. For the indi-
viduals and businesses that receive
the tax preference, it’s money in
the bank. For the state, it’s an eco-
nomic hit during difficult times.
Perhaps the most surprising thing
about the phenomenon is what
you don’t know about it.

It’s all done in secret.
Virginia law shields the names

of businesses and individuals who

See TAx, Page 17

Sunshine and
Tax Incentives
General Assembly to consider
exposing the secret world
of tax incentives.

Holiday Heroes
Firefighters Toy Drive grows
to serve 4,000 children.

Firefighters and Friends
founder Capt. Willie Bailey
reviews toy request lists
during distribution day
Dec. 19 at Fire Station 11.
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See Toy Drive,  Page 12
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S
anta Claus traded in his sleigh for a Harley
Davidson motorcycle on Dec. 12-14 in an
effort to bring holiday cheer to deserving
children. The Fairfax County Police Motor-

cycle Squad, in cooperation with the Fairfax County
Sheriff’s Office, Fairfax City Police, Town of Vienna
Police, Falls Church Sheriff ’s Office and Virginia
State Police, escorted Santa on the 25th Santa’s
Ride for Children, the capstone event of a three-
week long toy drive organized by the Motorcycle
Squad.

Police stations, government offices, nine Fairfax
County public elementary schools — Mount Eagle,
Bush Hill, West Springfield, Woodburn, Navy,
Churchill Road, Crossfield, Union Mill and Forestville
—and several local businesses and individuals col-
lected toys for the drive.

On Monday, Dec. 12, the toys were collected from

all sites, on Tuesday Dec. 13, students from the
Robinson High School Criminal Justice program
sorted the toys by age group while Santa Claus and
his entourage, including Mrs. Claus, “Merry” Claus,
Frosty and Rudolph visited seven of the schools that
donated toys to the drive, escorted by the police.

On Wednesday, Dec. 14, and Thursday, Dec. 15,
Santa Claus hopped back on the Harley and deliv-
ered the toys to patients at INOVA Fairfax Hospital
for Children and the Georgetown Hospital Lombardi
Cancer Center.

“For us to be able to put a smile on these kids’
faces is something great … to make them happy for
just a little bit, so they don’t think about their pain,”
said Officer David Pierce who coordinated the event.

Toys are also given to several local charities, in-
cluding the Ronald McDonald House and the Reston
F.I.S.H. (For Immediate Sympathetic Help).

Santas Rides for Children

News

Santa Claus, Mrs. Claus, Merry Claus, Frosty, and Rudolph with their escorts on Dec. 13
for the 25th Annual Santa’s Ride for Children during which Claus visited seven Fairfax
County elementary schools that collected toys for the Fairfax County Police Motorcycle
Squad’s annual toy drive.

Santa Claus visits with five-month old Edwin K. Sherman
and his grandmother Rose Sherman, of Alexandria, at
INOVA Fairfax Hospital for Children on Dec. 14. This marks
the 25th year the Fairfax County Police Motorcycle Squad
and cooperating law enforcement agencies have held
“Santa’s Ride for Children” to assist Santa in his effort to
make sure that sick children experience holiday cheer.
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At VIC-HOP, Greeting the Homeless with a Friendly Smile
By Ed Simmons, Jr.

The Gazete

T
hese nights leading up to Christ-
mas and on into March, Sherry
Edelkamp transmits infectious

good cheer as she welcomes the home-
less nightly to the hypothermia shelter
at Rising Hope Mission Church known
as VIC-HOP.

“This is my ‘for fun’ job. I actually en-
joy it. I enjoy the people that are here
and our guests that come in. People say
I maybe ought to find another way to
have fun,” she said with a laugh. “I’m just
committed to this program. It’s kind of

like my baby.” She also works a day job with
a car dealership.

She signs the homeless in at 6:30 p.m. in
a register book as they file inside bundled
up against the cold day-after-day. She’s gen-
erous with her smile and laughter, and they
in turn look cheered and encouraged as they
settle in for a 7 p.m. hot dinner followed by
a warm evening indoors with maybe a
checker game or a movie then a safe night’s
sleep. It’s proof that the world is determined
to show a kind face after all.

It’s been seven years now since two home-
less men were found frozen to death and
area churches rallied to form Ventures in
Community and start the Hypothermia

Outreach Program in collaboration with
New Hope Housing and Fairfax County.
They took just 20 days to organize and re-
cruit volunteers to prepare dinner nightly,
serve it and chaperone until everyone leaves
by 7 the following morning. There have
been no deaths by freezing since.

Edelkamp, who’s a member of Aldersgate
United Methodist Church, was one of those
first volunteers, coming in every other
Thursday night throughout the winter. Af-
ter two years volunteering she became a
New Hope Housing staff member charged
with recruiting and supervising volunteers
to run the shelter from Dec. 1 to March 31.

Sherry Edelkamp signs in the
homeless guests in the VIC-HOP
register book.
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Mount Vernon’s
Favorite Pet Supply Store.

Huge Savings on Nature’s Variety Products!

Not valid with any other offer. Expires 1/31/2012

Save on Prairie or Instinct Kibble!

$3 OFF A SMALL BAG
$5 OFF A MEDIUM BAG
$10 OFF A LARGE BAG

Contact Caddie Tours at 703-938-1300
or niall@caddietoursonline.com
WWW.CADDIETOURSONLINE.COM

Limited availability - book by January 10th
to guarantee your spot!!!

Not valid online or through general
reservations • Not valid for groups

of 10 or more rooms.

Convenience. Comfort.
Visit your relatives and stay with us. Invite the family for

the holidays dinner, and we will do the washing up.
Park & Play – enjoy the sights and sounds of Washington, D.C.

Shop in Old Town Alexandria, and we will do the parking.

Alexandria SW at Hoffman Town Center
2460 Eisenhower Ave., Alexandria, VA 22314

To book, please call the hotel at 703-740-4215

’Tis the Season!
Expecting company for the Holidays?

’Tis the Season!
Expecting company for the Holidays?

From Page 3

News

Volunteers Needed at Shelter
It’s a big responsibility.
“In order to stay open all night

we need a minimum of three chap-
erones and typically we’ll have two
or three people who will help serve
dinner. But we can get by without
food. We can get food from any-
where. I just need overnight vol-
unteers. I have to have a minimum
of three.”

The chaperones divide the night
into shifts so that each gets a little
sleep.

“Volunteers maybe get three
hours sleep,” she said. “It’s a sac-
rifice for them. But their sacrifice
of losing one night’s sleep will save
25 people from having to sleep
outside in this freezing weather.
It’s worth one night of lost sleep
to do that.”

Rising Hope, which provides the
space, has room for just 25, but
no one is turned away to suffer
through a freezing night. They’re
given a ride to an overflow facil-
ity at the Kennedy Shelter about
four miles south on Route 1.

Edelkamp’s impressed by the
good spirits of VIC-HOP’s guests.
“It’s been interesting for me to
watch them become like a family

here. They always keep each other
in line. They’re harder on them-
selves than I could ever be. We
have some guests that have re-
turned at least a couple of years.
You get to know them and they
know you.”

Edelkamp’s succeeded in staff-
ing the shelter for December and
January, but needs help after that.

“I still have a couple of nights I
don’t have filled in February and
March so I have to look for more
churches,” she says. Volunteers are
needed Monday nights and three
Saturday nights. Individuals can
also volunteer; they don’t have to
be church members. Her email is
VICHOP2010@yahoo.com.

Socks, hats and gloves are
needed too.

The Rev. Keary Kincannon, pas-
tor of Rising Hope, is full of praise
for the community effort.

“Many of the people that have
come through VIC-HOP are now
in permanent supportive housing,”
he said. “It helps the churches who
are involved with us understand
the plight of the homeless. Many
have jobs but just can’t afford a
place to live. We live in a commu-
nity that really cares.”

Like Kincannon, Edelkamp cau-
tions against stereotyping the
homeless.

“A lot of people have this per-
ception that homeless people
when they walk up to you they’re
going to ask for something,” she
said. “They actually walk up to you
and thank you for being there.
Most of them are very apprecia-
tive of having a warm place to go
and a hot meal, and feel safe for
the night.

“It’s really cold outside and
they’ve spent the whole day out
there,” she said. “I can’t imagine
the whole entire day. I know it’s
got to be exhausting and wear you
out.”

She has faith her needed volun-
teers are certain to come forth.

“We have a great community
here,” said Edelkamp.

“God always seems to provide
for me whatever I need whether
it’s overnight chaperones or any-
thing else. God is definitely shin-
ing down on this program.”

Sherry Edelkamp discusses the evening meal with volun-
teers from Christ Church: Kerry Erisman, Esperanza Hall
and Kat Schrieber.
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For more information:
www.RexReiley.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Riverside Estates
$409,900

8507 Wagon Wheel Road
Lovely, updated, 5 BR/3 BA Split, walk-
ing distance to elementary & high
schools. Double pane windows, freshly
painted interior, & beautifully refin-
ished hdwd floors on main level. Lower

lvl offers 2 spacious bedrooms, full bath, family rm w/fpl, large utility/ work-
shop & walkout to a lovely screened porch. Great location. 5 mins to Ft.
Belvoir, 25 to National Airport.

Springfield/Bethelen Woods
$350,000

7410 Erska Woods Ct.
Beautiful Townhouse –
4BRs/2.55BAs - Updated top to
bottom: kitchen, baths, hardwood
floors on main level and up and
down staircases, HVAC, windows,

siding, exterior doors, deck and fencing. Beautiful lower level with
great bar including refrigerator and kegorator. Quick access to shop-
ping, Metro and I-95. 10/15 minutes to Ft. Belvoir.

Alex./Mt. Vernon  $574,950
3703 Maryland Street

Spectacular, updated 4 BR/2.5+.5 BA
Colonial w/circular driveway+dbl car-
port. Huge 25x13 remodeled kit: gran-
ite, maple, SS, center isle & gas fpl.
Family room off kit also w/gas fpl,
views & access to 2-tiered deck

w/gazebo & hot tub w/fenced, private backyard. Updated baths & windows.
LL w/rec rm, half bath & huge utility/storage rm. Over 130K in upgrades &
renovations. 5 mins to Ft. Belvoir.

Alex./Sulgrave Manor $369,900
4213 Adrienne Drive

Lovely 3BR + Den, 2.5BA Split level
on a huge beautiful .71 acre lot in
popular Mt. Vernon community of
Sulgrave. Vaulted ceilings on main lvl,
hdwd floors on main & upper lvls.
Potential for a short sale & 3rd party

approval. Only one trust. Selling As Is but house is in good shape. Purchasers
welcome to do a home inspection. 5 mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Ntl Airport,
25/30 to Pentagon/D.C. Great Opportunity! U/C, taking backups!

Alex./Berkshire East$362,900
5845 Berkshire Court

Lovely 3 BR/2.5 BA Town House
– Replacement DBL pane win-
dows, neutral beige wall-to-wall
carpet on main & upper levels
plus a huge family rm on lower
level w/walkout to a beautiful

patio & landscaped, fenced backyard. Walk to Huntington Metro,
minutes to I-495, 5 minutes to Old Town, 15 minutes to Ft. Belvoir
(S) & National Airport (N).

S
O
LD

Alex./Westgate $594,900
9010 Volunteer Drive

A fresh look for this beautiful tradi-
tional colonial w/2-car side garage.
Freshly painted exterior& interior
w/extensive new landscaping on a
.5 acre lot. Stunning sun room
addition. Hardwood floors on main

& upper levels. Gas FPL in family room, wood FPLs in living room&
basement. Lovely kitchen w/corian counters, large unfinished base-
ment w/rear entrance. 5 mins to Ft. Belvoir.

Alex./River Towers  $1,350
6641 Wakefield Dr., #405

Beautifully updated and immacu-
late 1 BR in popular River Towers
in a fabulous location right off of
the GW Parkway and Potomac
River.  Remodeled bath, and
remodeled kitchen with granite

and SS, freshly painted.  Lovely wood floors, 2 walk-in closets. Bus
stop out front, shopping across the street, 5 minutes to Old Town.
A great Deal!
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People

By Montie Martin

The Gazette

W
hen Allie Phillips
first heard that 95
percent of all cats
were euthanized

on the island of St. Croix, she knew
someone had to do something
about it.

Individuals who take a stand in
defense of animals is at the core
of her new book, “Defending the
Defenseless: A Guide to Protect-
ing and Advocating for Pets.”

Phillips, who works at King
Street Cats in Alexandria, identi-
fies a range of ways ordinary
people can fight against animal
cruelty.

“Animals are experimented on
for commercial products, or
euthanized because there are no
homes available for them,” said
Phillips. “People will come up to
me all the time and say they love
animals, and that they wish there
was a way to help, well here’s a

book that explains how.”
People can donate to their local

shelters, train in animal rescue
services when emergencies strike,
walk a shelter dog or even pur-
chase cruelty free products.

Geoff Tarka, a sales associate at
the Pro Feed Pet Nutrition Center
in Belle View, noted that many of
the euthanasia cases were the re-
sult of people not spaying or neu-
tering their pet. “It’s not the ani-
mals’ fault they were born in a lit-
ter, but then they go to high kill
shelters.”

People who care deeply about
the fate of shelter animals can find
proactive ways to help, including

Allie Phillips helps cats
from St. Croix find new
homes in the mainland.
Miney Moe, the 36th cat
from St. Croix, will be six
months old on Christmas
Eve.
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How To Help
The simplest way to become an

advocate for animals is to visit
leapingbunny.org, which identifies
cruelty free products. To pick up a
copy of Allie Phillips’ new book,
“Defending the Defenseless: A Guide
to Protecting and Advocating for
Pets,” and meet the author, visit King
St. Cats in Alexandria. For more
information visit kingstreetcats.org

starting a campaign of their own.
Phillips heard about the St.

Croix “Pets from Paradise Pro-
gram” when she visited the U.S.
territory three years ago. Because
the human population is limited,

Taking Care of the Defenseless
Local author calls on all to
become animal rights activists.

See Defenseless,  Page 7
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Holiday Gift Guide

Charlie Brown and Snoopy are available at Kathy’s Cor-
ner in the Belle View Shopping Center.

An armful of plush wildlife at Kathy’s Corner in the Belle
View Shopping Center.

Wine cozies ready for a
holiday party at Initial
Impressions in Hollin Hall.

Pirate hats for your favor-
ite canine at Initial Impres-
sions in Hollin Hall.

English soaps available at
The Virginia Florist in
Hollin Hall and the Belle
View Shopping Center.

Jewels by Queen Bee De-
sign at the Virginia Florist
in Hollin Hall and the Belle
View Shopping Center.

A selected of knit stockings
are available at the Virginia
Florist in Hollin Hall and
the Belle View Shopping
Center.

Last Minute Gift Ideas

Hugglehounds are available for dogs who love to play at
ProFeed in the Belle View Shopping Center.

Holiday gift bags are avail-
able at Kathy’s Corner in
the Belle View Shopping
Center.

Miney Moe, a brown tabby on view for adoption from
King Street Cats at 25 S. Dove Street in Alexandria.

”Defending the Defense-
less,” by Allie Phillips is
available at ProFeed in the
Belle View Shopping Center.

Needlepoint stockings at
Initial Impressions at 7910
Fort Hunt Road in Hollin Hall.

Cans of Snow available
at The Virginia Florist in
Hollin Hall and the
Belle View Shopping
Center.

Photos by Louise Krafft/The Gazette
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eye2eye optometry corner
Dr. Dora Adamopoulos

www.myeye2eye.com
1502 Mt. Vernon Ave

703-548-0122

Eye exams available
Most insurances accepted

$75 off 1st pair
of complete eyeglasses,
$150 off 2nd pair.

Use your Flex Spending dollars before they expire.

*see associate for details

Eyeglass SpecialEyeglass Special
Jefferson Funeral Chapel

703-971-7400

Please call for your free brochure
at no obligation to you.

5755 Castlewellan Drive, Alexandria, VA 22315

Funeral & Cremation
Services

• Local Family OwnedOperated.
• Convenient to Neighborhoods.
• New Facility/ Full Service Funeral Home

 with Traditional Chapel and Large     
 Visitation Rooms.

• Substantial Savings without Sacrificing the 
   Quality of Caring Service.
• Courtliest and Professional Caring Staff.

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOUR…703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND…703-683-3343

CHRIST THE KING ANGLICAN CHURCH…703-535-6815

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE

COMMUNITY OF FAITH... 703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 11)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Mass Schedule

5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
Just outside Ft. Belvoir’s Walker Gate

Bearing true faith and allegiance - Blessings to all who serve

Office: 703-780-3081 • www.StJamesMV.org

8 AM - Holy Eucharist - no music
All Education programs – 9:00 AM
10:15 AM - Holy Eucharist - music
Christmas Day Service: 8:00 AM
New Year’s Day Service: 8:00 AM

St. James’
Episcopal Church

Worship At Bethany Lutheran Church this Christmas Season

More info (703) 765-8255 or www.bethany-lcms.org

2501 Beacon Hill Road, Alexandria, Virginia 22306
Christmas Day

Special Music 9:35am
Worship 10:00am

New Year’s Eve Watch Night Service
9:00pm - 1:00am Please join us

Wednesdays during Advent
7:30pm

Christmas Eve Family Worship 5:30pm
Special Music 7:00pm

Candlelight Worship 7:30pm

From Page 5

Viewpoints

“I’m stressed about
last minute shopping,
and I’m always work-
ing. I unwind by
relaxing and listening
to Christmas music”

— Ruby Szilagi, a
sales associate at
Kathy’s Corner, Cards
& Gifts

“Trying to please
everyone, to get that
heart-dropping gift is
pretty stressful. Dur-
ing the holidays you
think about all of the
family not around any-
more, it brings up
memories. It’s nice to
have a little eggnog though.”

— Virgie Lindsey, with the Salva-
tion Army

“The shoppers are
stressed. Guys are al-
ways worried they will
get the wrong things,
so the ladies come in
and tell us to write the
items down on busi-
ness cards and we let
them know.”

— Alexa Lastantian, a sales asso-
ciate with Belle View Jewelers

“It’s always stressful
having enough time to
get meaningful gifts,
dealing with the stress
of others, with
crowded stores and
parking. It’s important
to take a break and
think about how grate-
ful I am for the people
I’m getting presents for.”

— Nancy Kaplan, Middle School
Head at Georgetown Day School

What are the most
stressful things
about the holidays?

As people scramble to shop, cook,
clean and meet family expectations, the
holiday season can be a stressful event
at times. So what are people doing that
is so stressful, and how do they over-
come that stress?

— Montie Martin

of the 3,500 cats on the island
nearly 95 percent are euthanized.

“The cats from St. Croix are gor-
geous, they have a unique Siamese
look but they need homes,” said
Phillips. “I learned there was no
organization that transported the
cats from St. Croix to the main-
land, so I started my own.”

The St. Croix cats are sent to
areas of the country where there
is a shortage of animals, includ-
ing New England where the spay-
ing and neutering program has
been almost too successful.

“The people in St. Croix are so
happy with the program, it’s given
them such hope,” said Phillips.
“They just cry they are so happy.”

Defenseless
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your email box

Email name, mailing & email address to
goinggreen@connectionnewspapers.com.
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Share Your New Year’s Resolutions
What were top events,
accomplishments of
2011 in your opinion?

T
his is the last regular edition of the
Mount Vernon Gazette for 2011.
Between Christmas and New Year’s,
we’ll deliver the Children’s Gazette,

an annual tradition, with pages filled with the
artwork and writing of local students.

Meanwhile, we are preparing for the first
issue of 2012, sharing views of what were the
most important happenings of 2011 and what
to look for in 2012. We’ll also share a variety
of New Year’s resolutions. We invite our read-

ers to help in this endeavor.
For some, local elections were likely the top

event of 2011. For advocates of families of the
fallen, like the Tragedy Assistance Program
(TAPS), the end of 2011 brings the end of the
Iraq war and the complex emotional and prac-

tical issues that come with
that. For non-profits and
charitable organizations,

2011 brought greatly increasing numbers of
people in need. For your family, the top events
of 2011 might have included the birth of a
child or a graduation or the completion of a
marathon.

Share your joys and milestones with us, not
only from the year that’s past, but also your
expectations of 2012.

Answer one or all of these questions:

 1) What were the (one, two or three) most
significant happenings of 2011 for you in your
community? Why?

 2) What do you think our readers should
know to watch for in the coming year (up to
three issues)? Or what do you think the top
(one, two or three) happenings of 2012 will
be locally? Why?

3) What is your New Year’s Resolution? (Feel
free to share more than one)

Please include your home address with your
responses, we’ll only print your town name.
And we’d also love to have a photo of you, your
family and/or events or places in your com-
munity that you reflect upon in your answer.

Please send photos and answers via email to
Steven Mauren, smauren@connection
newspapers.com.

Editorials

Free, Safe Ride Home from Holiday Celebrations

O
nce again, the Washington Re-
gional Alcohol Program will
provide a safety net for those who

might celebrate the holiday season with alcohol
and unexpectedly need a safe ride home.

WRAP’s 2011 Holiday SoberRide program
will operate each night from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m.
The program began Friday, Dec. 16, and will

continue until Jan. 1, 2012.
To receive a free cab ride home (up to a $30

fare), call 800-200-8294 (TAXI). You must be
21 or older to use the SoberRide service. All
requests for SoberRide service must be called
to and dispatched from 1-800-200-8294. Call-
ers will be responsible for any amount over $30.

WRAP’s SoberRide has helped to ensure lo-

cal residents have a safe way home on high-
risk holidays, keeping likely impaired drivers
off the roads. Since 1993, WRAP has provided
nearly 53,000 safe rides home. SoberRide op-
erates during the December/January holiday
season, St. Patrick’s Day, Independence Day
and Halloween.

For details, see http://wrap.org/soberride

A Nonpartisan Redistricting Opportunity

I
 have repeatedly advocated nonpartisan
redistricting. I believe that our current re-
districting system is at the heart of politi-

cal gridlock in Washington and Richmond.
Thanks to power software, today politicians
pick their voters instead of voters picking their
politicians. We also have a system designed to
minimize public input and maximize incum-
bent protection. However, in January, a fed-
eral judge will have an unprecedented oppor-
tunity in Virginia.

Most people wouldn’t know it, but the Gen-
eral Assembly is actually still in special session,
but just in recess while we “consider” redis-
tricting. The Governor signed legislation redis-
tricting the General Assembly on April 29,
2011, but Congressional redistricting was
never completed.

The last time we were actually physically in
the State Capitol for a session was July 29,
2011. The House and Senate had previously
approved competing bills regarding redistrict-
ing. On July 29, 2011, neither party had
reached an agreement. Nothing was passed.
We still sit today starting each other down with
lame duck members of each chamber in office
until Jan. 6, 2012.

The House of Delegates approved legislation
that was effectively proposed by the incum-
bent congressmen (“the Republican Plan”).
Most observers believe it will preserve the sta-
tus quo in Virginia. It contained some strange
creatures — e.g. the Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict stretched from I-66 to the North Carolina
border.

The Senate proposed a plan (“the Senate

Democrats Plan”) creates a “minority influence
district” in the Richmond suburbs. Most ob-
servers believe it would endanger Congress-
man Randy Forbes. I have not carefully ana-
lyzed them, but it is my understand-
ing that competitive seats are
largely absent from both plans.

In terms of the 44th Delegate Dis-
trict, both plans would put the entire 44th Dis-
trict inside the 8th Congressional District. If
you would like to see the plans, you can view
them on the Division of Legislative Services
Redistricting Website which you can access
through Google or my blog.

Article II, Section 6 of The Constitution of
Virginia requires redistricting to occur “in the
year 2011 and every 10 years thereafter.” The
Constitution does not state what happens if it
does not happen “in the year 2011.” From my
point of view it is an unprecedented opportu-
nity.

The following is expected. First, we will re-
turn to Richmond on Jan. 6, 2012 and all be
sworn in. Then, the Senate will meet to ap-
prove its rules and committees and will dead-
lock 20-20 on “organizing” themselves. The
Lieutenant Governor will vote to break the tie
and give the Republicans a working majority
in the Senate. The Democrats will complain
and say that is illegal.

The House and Senate will then pass the
Republican Plan and the Governor will
promptly sign it. All that will occur in about
10 days. Then, it will go to court and a federal
judge will then need to rule:

1.  Whether to adopt the Republican Plan
(assuming it meets the requirements of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965); or

2.  Whether to have a three-judge panel adopt
its own plan.

From my point of view, this is an unprec-
edented opportunity. Many of us have endorsed

the concept of non-partisan redistrict-
ing. Although the State Senate has
passed legislation and it was nominally
endorsed by Governor McDonnell dur-

ing his campaign, it has died every year com-
mittee. This situation presents an opportunity
for a federal judge to actually do congressional
redistricting on a non-partisan basis.

The work has already been done. Several
Virginia Colleges held The Virginia Redistrict-
ing Competition last fall designed to produce
maps created to maximize competition or
simply focus upon non-political criteria. Fifty-
five teams of students submitted entries. Four
different teams were given awards for the
Congressional District maps. (They don’t look
anything like the present maps).

Governor McDonnell also created a Bipar-
tisan Redistricting Commission. It even in-
cluded a Mt. Vernonite — former State Board
of Elections Chairman Jean Jensen. It pro-
duced three possible congressional district
maps. The bottom line is that the work has been
done. If the Court wants to take a step that
was truly in Virginia’s best interest, they should
reject the legislatures’ partisan self-interested
work product and adopt one of the indepen-
dent proposals. That is the only action that
would be in Virginians’ best interest.

You can email me at scott
surovell@gmail.com. You can also stay in-
formed by reading my blog, The Dixie Pig, at
scottsurovell.blogspot.com. It is an honor to
serve as your state delegate.

Commentary

By Scott A. Surovell

State Delegate (D-44)
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From Page 1

News

Bailey’s 2011 drive culminated
Dec. 19 at Fairfax County Fire and
Rescue Station 11 on Richmond
Highway in Alexandria, where
volunteers helped representatives
from schools and nonprofits pick
out toys for the children they
serve.

“This is so overwhelming,” said
Charlene Braxton, who picked up
bags of donated toys, coats and
gift cards for Community Lodgings
families. “Because of this drive,
one of our little girls will even be
getting her first bike for Christ-
mas.”

Joining Bailey in distributing
toys were retired firefighters, sol-
diers from Fort Belvoir and Scouts
from Troop 1865.

“The boys worked hard to raise
thousands of dollars to buy toys and
gifts cards,” said troop leader Eric
Severeid, whose son Mikael raised
$2,000 alone this year. “They didn’t
ask for money, they earned it all
doing odd jobs so they could help

give back to those less fortunate.”
In partnership with Operation

Warm, more than 500 new coats
were also distributed as part of this
year’s drive, adding to the distri-
bution of more than 2,500 during
a fall coat drive in October.

“A lot of people in the commu-
nity don’t have the resources to
provide for their families,” said Lee
District Supervisor Jeff McKay.
“Station 11 really is the ‘Pride of
the Highway’ and I am proud to
represent this county and the
firefighters who give back so much
to those in need.”

In addition to the toy drive,
Bailey’s Firefighters and Friends
nonprofit has grown to include the
fall coat drive and August back-
pack and school supplies drive.

“When we’re not running 911
emergencies, we’re trying to find
other ways to give back to the
community,” Bailey said. “I didn’t
have much growing up but have
been very blessed in my life. Now
it’s my turn to give back in what-
ever small way I can.”

Toy Drive Grows To
Serve 4,000 Children

Sergeant Brad Scott and Specialist Wesley
Sage, stationed at Fort Belvoir, pick out
toys for area children as part of the
Firefighters and Friends distribution day
Dec. 19.

Ruth and Grant McIntosh as Mr. and Mrs.
Claus pause for a photo with Scout Troop
1865 members Cory Hamilton, Josh Van
Holtz, Sam  Green, James  Silience and
Jack Baker.

Retired firefighters (front) Joe Bertoni,
Bill Barton, Ricky Pray and Steve Hartman
and (back) Doug Emerson, Tom Wolfe,
Walter Brown, John Harris and Elliott
Rubino assembled more than 60 bikes as
part of this year’s Firefighters and Friends
annual toy drive.

Photos by Jeanne Theismann/ The Gazette
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Entertainment

A
s New York City drops the ball in
Times Square on New Year’s Eve, Al-
exandria will drop 6,000 balls on

revelers as laser lights crisscross the sky and
club music moves people to dance and sing
at the First Night Alexandria finale on the
lawn of the George Washington Masonic
Memorial. The finale warms up with a
dance party on the Memorial lawn begin-
ning at 10 p.m. with tunes by DJ Ray Ca-
sino. At 11:30 p.m. the show goes multi-
media, with video, music, and a spectrum
of colorful lasers, culminating in a midnight
countdown and ball drop. Party-goers will
want to snag a ball so they can enter to win
prizes. On Jan. 1, participants who go to
First Night’s Facebook page and post a photo
of themselves with a ball and First Night
badge will discover if they are a winner.

First Night Alexandria is a mega mix of
live musical acts and entertainment with
100 performances at 18 indoor venues
throughout Old Town Alexandria. Swing,
Argentinean tango, Cajun, rock, blues, jazz,
and entertainment for kids, are just some
of the acts ringing in the New Year. With
these performances, plus a comedy magic
show, interactive kids’ activities and the all-
ages, Fun Hunt, First Night Alexandria is
the largest family-friendly and alcohol-free
New Year’s Eve event in the region. Your
ticket for the event is a First Night badge
which gives you access to entertainment
and activities at spots all around Old Town.
This year’s First Night headquarters is the
Durant Arts Center, 1605 Cameron Street,
just blocks from King Street Metro Station.

Starting at 7 p.m., with your First Night
badge and schedule in hand, stroll
Alexandria’s streets among venues, or hop on
and off the free King Street Trolley to catch
your favorite acts. Check out entertainment
at venues including the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, the Little Theatre of Alexandria, his-
toric Christ Church, and the Lyceum. Muse-
ums, public buildings, and retail shops are
turned into performance venues to showcase
talent. Make a night of it with dinner at one
of Old Town’s restaurants, pop into a warm,
inviting pub, or grab a bite to eat at desig-
nated First Night venues.

First Night Alexandria New Year’s Eve Bash
100 live performances at 18 indoor venues.

What’s In Store:

First Night Scavenger
Hunt designed by
T.C. Williams senior.

Lauren McCracken, T.C. Williams
senior, who wrote the clues for the
First Night Scavenger Hunt.

Photo by Gary Carr/GaryPhoto.com

By Maya Horowitz

Gazette Packet

S
tart New Year’s Eve with a George
Washington-themed fun hunt around
Alexandria, designed by T.C. Williams

senior Lauren McCracken.
“What people who are thinking about do-

ing it should keep in mind is that it’s great for
a family activity,” said Ann Dorman, execu-
tive director of First Night Alexandria. “There’s
a little bit of history in it because all the clues
center around places that were important to
George Washington. It’s really walkable. It’s
a fun way to spend New Year’s Eve afternoon.”

The fun hunt is now in its third year. It was
designed by board member Denny Auld, who
wanted to create a low-cost lead up to the
annual First Night festivities. When Auld re-
tired, Dorman had to find someone else to
write the clues. She turned to Ruth Reeder,
education coordinator at Alexandria Archae-
ology. Reeder suggested T.C. Williams senior
McCracken.

McCracken had made a scavenger hunt
previously for the archaeology museum so she
was a natural choice. She was given guide-
lines and studied hunts from previous years
to created this year’s map. She chose George
Washington as a theme.

“At first I really didn’t know where to start,
when they showed me the list of sites, I really
didn’t have any ideas,” said McCracken. “But
I started to realize, ‘Wow George Washington
really has something to do with each one of
these. George Washington would be a good

theme.’ It just all came full circle. We wanted
to make this fun because a lot of families
might be staying in hotels in Old Town. For
people who live in Alexandria, we wanted to
teach them some things they hadn’t learned
before, and definitely for people coming out
of town, there’s so much you couldn’t possi-
bly know until you see it yourself.”

It took McCracken a week or two in August
to create the hunt and they did a test run in
October to make the final edits.

There are three different routes with about
eight clues/stops on each. Teams can pick up
their clues at 1 p.m. at the Durant Center and
they have until 4:45 p.m. to be back at the
Durant Center with their completed answer
sheets. The routes take about 45 minutes.
Time has been allowed for teams to relax at
shops and restaurants in Old Town between
clues.

“When we did the test run, I went with a
family that was super competitive,” said
McCracken. “They ran the whole thing. They
probably did it in like 20/30 minutes, which
was amazing to me. Other families that got
confused or it was difficult for them, it took
them over an hour. We really want people to
take their time and stop in shops. Take in the
holiday time.”

All the clues can be found outside and the
routes are about a mile.

“What I like about it is that it’s suitable for
all ages,” said Dorman. “You can do it as a
family or if there are a group of adults that
want to do it. It’s multigenerational. It’s all
walking distance. It’s not a timed event, so
you can do it as quickly or as casually as you
want to do it.”

Everyone that correctly completes the hunt
clue sheet by 4:45 p.m. is eligible to win
prizes. Fun hunters must be present at the
First Night kick-off at 5 p.m.

Answer sheets are drawn randomly from a
box for first-, second- and third-place. Prizes
include cash, treats from Bittersweet, Potomac
Riverboat Company passes and assorted gift
certificates from establishments in Old Town.

❖ Matthew Mills, named one of the 50 fast-
est guitarists by Guitar World magazine, performs
instrumental acoustic guitar influenced by fla-
menco guitar and contemporary jazz.

❖ Grammy nominee Ray Owen whips up a
feast of classic tunes, Americana and roots acous-
tic music and stirs in a healthy helping of comedy.
Owen has performed with Garth Brooks, Arlo
Guthrie, Bill Monroe and Bob Hope, and has toured
with Willie Nelson and America.

❖ Junkyard Saints will be jamming with New
Orleans party music. The band won the Washing-
ton Area Music Association WAMMIE award in
2009 and 2010 for best roots rock group, and
bandleader Brian Simms was awarded WAMMIE
2009 Musician of the Year.

❖ Phyllis Chapell & SIORA will serenade
with a mix of songs in different genres and lan-
guages and perform originals played on guitar with
vocals and percussion. Phyllis Chapell was named
one of the top 500 jazz vocalists of all time by Scott
Yanow (Downbeat/All Music Guide).

❖ Anthony “Swamp Dog” Clark, the 2010
winner of DC Battle of the Blues Bands and 2011
International Blues Challenge semi-finalist, pre-
sents blues with a funk edge.

❖ Keira Moran, a 16-year-old pop singer/
songwriter and T.C. Williams High School student,
is the winner of the 2011 National “Smashtune”
songwriting contest and was a finalist at the Kuaui
Music Festival Songwriters Contest. Her debut al-
bum was released in November.

❖ Dance the night away at the George Wash-
ington Masonic Memorial with the New
Orleans-style music of the Junkyard Saints and the
irresistible swing of King Teddy. Boogie down at
the Torpedo Factory Art Center with Grammy-
nominated Bill Kirchen’s roots rock and roll and the
Grandsons’ rocking rhythm and blues.

❖ This family-friendly event is chock full of
activities for kids including face painting, moon
bounce, clowns doing balloon sculptures, and in-
teractive games. Check out the Seaworthy Small
Ships activity and sail model boats for free, or buy
and build your own. Join Hooray for Books’ own
Miss Megan for a rollicking evening of stories and
songs. Kids also love the How-To Cowboy Joke
Fest, sing-along and rhythm instruments with Mr.
Don, and more.

❖ Start your New Year’s Eve fun in the af-
ternoon with the Third Annual First Night Fun
Hunt between 1 and 4:30 p.m. This year’s fun hunt
has been crafted by T.C. Williams High School se-
nior Lauren MacCracken. Lauren’s clues focus on
a George Washington theme. The scavenger-style
hunt uses puzzles and clues to take teams to sites
around Old Town. Everyone that completes the
hunt clue sheet is eligible to win great prizes. Win-
ners must be present at the kick-off event at the
Durant Arts Center at 5 p.m. to claim their prizes.

❖ Families can also take part in new crafty
afternoon activities from 1 to 3 p.m. The Torpedo
Factory Art Center (105 N. Union St.) presents free
art projects. Potomac Bead Company (1104 King
St.) presents Family Fun Day, where kids are in-
vited to design a zipper-pull, stretch bracelet or
charm necklace for just $6. All materials and labor
costs are included.

❖ Go to www.FirstNightAlexandria.org
for the complete schedule of shows and activities
and to buy admission badges. Explore dining op-
tions and plan your visit to Alexandria at
www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com.

Newlyweds Suzanne Runyon and
David Weschsler ring in the New
Year during last year's First Night
celebration.

The Masonic Memorial was the
backdrop for Alexandria's First
Night media show and fireworks.
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Licensed • Bonded • Insured • References Upon Request.
Ofc: 703.684.5215   Cell: 703.403.2994

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

Finish Carpentry & Trim Works

…for probably as long as you’ve
lived in Alexandria. My wife and I
grew up here. I’m a finish carpenter
with 30 yrs. experience.

My work is meticulous, and I
take great pride in completing jobs
on time, and on budget. Let me give
you a quote on that home project
you’ve been thinking about and
check it off your list! My prices are
reflective of the times.

I’m Phillip Norris - Your Alexandria Neighbor

The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

Alexandria School for
the Perfoming Arts

Classes in guitar, piano, brass, voice,
dance, percussion & drama

DOING THE
MOST GOOD SM

703-836-2427
Registration now open. Less than $7/Class

Classes begin January 11th

Entertainment

 207 South Royal Street,
third place

The winners of the Old Town
Walled Garden Club’s 44th annual
holiday door-decorating contest
were selected on Dec. 15, after the
judges spent the morning wander-
ing the streets of Old Town look-
ing at the many candidates. The
winners are:

❖ First place: 630 South Fairfax
Street;

Making a Statement

630 South Fairfax Street,
first place

Winners of Old Town Walled
Garden Club Door Decorating Contest

❖ Second place: 612 South
Fairfax Street;

❖ Third place: 207 South Royal
Street;

In addition, two honorable men-
tions were selected:

❖  206 North Columbus Street;
❖  414 South Royal Street.
Winners were selected based on

use of natural materials, home-
owner construction, and
how well the decorations
enhanced the beauty of
Old Town.

The first-place winner
will receive a framed print
from Old Town artist Todd
Healy at Gallery Lafayette,
320 King Street. The sec-
ond-place winner’s prize is
a gift certificate at La
Bergerie Restaurant, at

 206 North Columbus
Street, honorable mention

612 South Fairfax Street,
second place

Photos by Louise

Krafft/Gazette

At left:  414 South Royal
Street, honorable mention

218 N. Lee Street.  Finally, the
Grape & Bean, at 118 South Royal
Street, has contributed a prize for
the third-place winner.
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Two Convenient Alexandria Locations
Open 7 days a week

Bradlee Belle View
3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.

703.820.8600 571.384.6880
www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

HOLIDAY HOURS
• 9 am–8 pm: Fri. 12/23

• 9 am–6 pm: Christmas Eve
• Closed Christmas Day • 9 am–6 pm: New Year’s Eve

• Closed New Year’s Day

818 KING STREET, ALEXANDRIA
703.548.8688 • tavernacretekou.com

Come and Celebrate New Year’s Eve
in a Traditional Greek Style at
Taverna Cretekou with Live
Music, Dancing and Plate Breaking

Special Four-Course Menu
Dinner Seating begins at 5:00 or reserve for

our Celebration Seating 9:30–Midnight

Regional Greek Cuisine since 1973

HOURS:
Tuesday-Friday: Lunch 11:30-2:30, Dinner 5:00-10:00
Saturday: 12:00-10:30 • Sunday: Brunch 11:30-3:00,
Dinner 5:00-9:30 • Monday: Closed

Live Greek music every Thursday

Entertainment

DECEMBER
Trees, wreaths at Sandburg

Middle School. Buy your
holiday greens and trees while
supplies last. Choose from a
great selection of fresh Fraser
Firs and Scotch Pines, decorated
or undecorated wreaths, three
types of garland and “Kissing
Balls’. Your purchase will help
fund West Potomac High School
athletes. At Carl Sandburg
Middle School, 8428 Fort Hunt
Rd,  until sold out — weekdays,
5-8 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m.; Sunday, noon to 5 p.m.

NOW THROUGH JAN. 6
Christmas at Mount Vernon. 9

a.m. to 4 p.m. recurring daily.
Holiday visitors will enjoy
themed decorations (including
12 Christmas trees), a
gingerbread replica of the
Mansion created by former
White House pastry chef Roland
Mesnier, chocolate making
demonstrations, and a rare
opportunity to tour the third
floor of the Mansion. In 1787,
George Washington paid 18
shillings to bring a camel to
Mount Vernon for his guests’
enjoyment. During Christmas at
Mount Vernon, visitors can meet
Aladdin the camel. At George
Washington’s Mount Vernon
Estate, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway, Mount
Vernon. Christmas at Mount
Vernon admission is included in
general admission: $15/adults;
$7/youth. Call 703-780-2000.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 21
Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m.

Admission is $10. With Scott
Ramminger and the Crawstickers. At
Nick’s Nightclub, 642 South Pickett
St., Alexandria.

Noonday Noels. 12:05 p.m. Eya,
Women’s Trio. A 30-minute musical
service. At the Old Presbyterian
Meeting House, 323 S. Fairfax St.,
Alexandria.

Jewmongous. 7:30 p.m. Tickets are
$25. At The Birchmere, 3701 Mt.
Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Visit
www.birchmere.com.

THURSDAY/DEC. 22
Light Painting Community Art

Event. 5 to 7 p.m. Bring a flashlight.
Bring a new unwrapped toy or book
donation. At Art at the Center, 2804
Sherwood Hall Lane, Alexandria.

FRIDAY/DEC. 23
Breakfast with Santa. 8:30 to 10:30

a.m. Cost is $10/child; $20/adult,
and includes a breakfast buffet, craft
stations, cookie decorating. Guests
can take their own photos with
Santa. Sponsored by the Old Town
Boutique District. Visit
www.oldtownboutiquedistrict.com.

Parent’s Night Out. 6:30 to 9 p.m.
The YMCA Alexandria’s Parents Night
Out program will babysit as parents
take the night out on the town.  Kids
ages 6 months to 13 years of age only
(no children under 6 months will be
accepted).  Restrictions apply.
Games, movies and treats provided.
The YMCA Alexandria is located at
420 East Monroe Ave., Alexandria.
Call 703-838-8085.

Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 to 11
a.m. Free. Explore the exciting world
with some of favorite stories and
songs. Ages 2 and under. At Hooray
for Books, 1555 King St., Alexandria.
Call 703-548-4092 or visit
www.hooray4books.com.

SATURDAY/DEC. 24
Water Skiing Santa. 1 p.m. Santa is

back on the banks of the Potomac
with his knee boarding reindeer,
flying elves, jet skiing Grinch and
Frosty the Snowman in a dinghy. At
the National Harbor, 137 National

Plaza, National Harbor.
Christmas Eve Service. St. Paul’s

Episcopal Church, 228 South Pitt St.,
Alexandria. 4 p.m. (children and
family service with Angel Choir);
5:30 p.m. choral prelude and 6 p.m.
service with St. Cecilia Choir, women
from the Adult Choir, and Brass
Express brass quintet with music by
Rheinberger, Joubert, Callahan, and
others; 10:30 p.m. choral prelude
and 11 p.m. service with St. Paul’s
Adult Choir and Brass Express with
music by Praetorius, Holst, Joubert,
Rheinberger, Warlock, and others.
Organist-Choirmaster, Grant
Hellmers. Call 703-549-3312 or visit
grant@stpaulsalexandria.com

Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 to 11
a.m. Free. Explore the exciting world
with some of favorite stories and
songs. Ages 2 and under. At Hooray
for Books, 1555 King St., Alexandria.
Call 703-548-4092 or visit
www.hooray4books.com.

SUNDAY/DEC. 25
Volunteer.  Participate in the 25th

Annual Washington DC Jewish
Community Center’s Day of Service.

DEC. 27, 28, 29
The Nutcracker. 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. each day.

Virginia Ballet Company and School will
present its 62nd season of the classic Nutcracker
Ballet. At the Northern Virginia Community
College Annandale Campus in the Ernst
Community Cultural Center Theater.   Tickets
are $30/adults; $20/children, seniors and
students. Visit
www.virginiaballetcompany.org. Group pricing
for these 6 performances is available for
groups of 10 or more for the same
performance. Call 703-249-8227.

PHOTO:

AX-1220-108

Join 1,000 volunteers who will help
out at over 50 non-profits
throughout D.C., Virginia and
Maryland.  Projects vary from 2-4
hours and encompass a variety of
activities such as throwing holiday
parties for children, visiting seniors
and serving meals to the homeless.
Family and group projects are also
available. Visit
www.washingtondcjcc.org/
volunteer.  There is a nominal
registration fee of $20, which helps
cover the cost of the event and
other community service projects
throughout the year.

TUESDAY/DEC. 27
Musician Jennifer Cutting.
7:30 p.m. Performs originals, rare
Celtic and Medieval tunes from
“Song of Solstice.” At The
Birchmere in Alexandria. Visit
www.birchmere.com.

FRIDAY/DEC. 30
Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 to
11 a.m. Free. Explore the exciting
world with some of favorite stories
and songs. Ages 2 and under. At
Hooray for Books, 1555 King St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-548-4092 or
visit www.hooray4books.com.

SATURDAY/DEC. 31
Wee Ones Storytime. 10:30 to
11 a.m. Free. Explore the exciting
world with some of favorite stories
and songs. Ages 2 and under. At
Hooray for Books, 1555 King St.,
Alexandria. Call 703-548-4092 or
visit www.hooray4books.com.
First Night Alexandria. This
annual New Year’s Eve bash takes

over Old Town Alexandria with 100
live performances at 18 indoor
venues, plus the Third Annual Fun
Hunt, children’s face painting and
games, and a multimedia finale
spectacular at the George
Washington Masonic Memorial.
Performances start at 7 p.m.
throughout Old Town. Admission:
$15 before Dec. 21; $20 after.
Children 12 and under are free.
Performances at 7 p.m. at venues
throughout Old Town Alexandria.
Multimedia Finale at  George
Washington Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive, Alexandria. Call 703-
746-3301 or visit
www.FirstNightAlexandria.org.

TUESDAY/JAN. 3
Back to the Drawing Board. 6 to 8

p.m. Printmaker Carolyn Romano
will describe and demonstrate her
creative thought process using her
sketch diaries to explain the genesis
of her work. At Morrison House, 116
South Alfred St., Alexandria. Visit
www.morrisonhouse.com or call 703-
838-8000.
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Sports
Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

West Potomac Hosts Tree and Wreath Sale
West Potomac High School’s Athletic Boosters and Crew Team are selling holiday

trees and wreath behind Carl Sandburg Middle School through Dec. 22. The trees and
wreaths are from Sutherland Christmas Tree Farm in Elk Creek, Va.

West Potomac Football players John Henderson, Colin Gregory, Hunter
Dennis and Alex Amico warm up by the fire at the annual sale. Dan Murray and Dale

Roach carry a 7-plus-foot
tree to a waiting car. Linda Fiedler

shows off one
of the boxwood
wreathes that
are for sale.

Photos by

Louise Krafft/

The Gazette

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

A
s a freshman, West Potomac gym-
nast Marien Voorhees qualified
for regionals on the bars, but the
Wolverines fell more than eight

points shy of earning a team berth.
Last season, Voorhees finished third in the

Patriot District all-around competition,
punching her ticket
to regionals in all
four events — bars,
floor, vault and
beam. West Potomac
drew closer to Lake
Braddock and
Woodson, but the
Wolverines missed a
team berth by less
than two points.

This season,
Voorhees leads an
experienced West
Potomac group in search of an elusive trip
to the Northern Region meet. The Wolver-
ines return each of their primary postseason
contributors and hope to oust the Bruins or
Cavaliers as one of the top two in the dis-
trict.

Voorhees said she notices a difference in
how she feels during competition with two
seasons of experience under her belt. If the
rest of the team feels similarly, the Wolver-
ines might be able to pull it off. On Dec. 19,

West Potomac won a meet at Mount Vernon,
defeating the Majors, Lee, Thomas
Jefferson, Hayfield and Edison.

“When I was a freshman, I was so ner-
vous,” Voorhees said. “Now, it’s a lot of fun
and I’m calm and confident about my rou-
tines. … The first season you compete in
you’re always the most nervous. The girls
[who] are coming back for their second year
are getting used to competing and their

routines.”
Voorhees has been

limited of late due to
aggravating a past
Achilles tendon in-
jury. On Monday, she
limited her floor rou-
tine and did not
compete on the
vault. She placed
second on the bars
(8.6), tied for third
on the beam (8.3)
and finished seventh

on the floor (8.55).
Meanwhile, West Potomac sophomore

Monica Thompson finished second in the
all-around with a score of 33.7. Lee senior
Katie Stewart (35.6) finished first. Thomp-
son placed third on the beam (8.3), fourth
on the vault (8.5), fifth on the bars (8.4)
and eighth on the floor (8.5).

Thompson qualified for regionals on the
bars and beam as a freshman.

“I feel like I definitely know what’s going

on more,” she said, “and I think our team
has improved a lot since last year.”

Junior Amanda Trenchard and senior
Monica Bell are also key contributors for
the Wolverines. Bell finished sixth in
Monday’s all-around. Trenchard placed sec-
ond on the floor (8.9), sixth on the bars
(7.85) and 10th on the beam (6.2).

West Potomac finished first as a team with
a score of 128.25. Lee (126.8) finished sec-
ond, followed by Mount Vernon (101.55),

Thompson, Voorhees lead West Potomac
to win at Mount Vernon meet.

Experienced Wolverines Aiming for Regional Berth

Hayfield (99.85), Thomas Jefferson (98.05)
and Edison (30.8).

“As long as they keep working hard, I
think we have a shot to go for regionals,”
West Potomac head coach Pete Novgrod
said. “I think it’s going to be a tight fight.
… If we can get into the 130s like we were
last year, I think we have a shot.”

West Potomac will compete in a meet at
Thomas Jefferson on Jan. 10. The Patriot
District championships are Feb. 2.

West Potomac junior Marien
Voorhees placed third in the all-
around competition at last year’s
Patriot District gymnastics meet.

West Potomac sophomore Monica
Thompson finished second in the
all-around during a Dec. 19 gym-
nastics meet at Mount Vernon.
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“When I was a freshman,
I was so nervous. Now,
it’s a lot of fun and I’m
calm and confident
about my routines.”

— West Potomac junior
Marien Voorhees
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receive the tax credits, building a wall of
silence around an ever-increasing list of
beneficiaries of taxpayer largess. What’s
more, a recent report from the Joint Legis-
lative Audit and Review Commission shows
that many tax incentives don’t achieve the
goal they were intended to create. Two in-
come tax credits have been adopted to slow
the decline of Virginia’s coal employment
and production, yet it’s only served to re-
duce tax bills of unnamed corporate inter-
ests. Those names could become public this
year. Del. Scott Surovell (D-44) will be in-
troducing legislation in the upcoming Gen-
eral Assembly session that would make all
recipients of tax credits worth more than
$1,000 a matter of public record.

“A lot of times the people or the entities
that are benefiting from these things are
very wealthy,” said Surovell. “And I think a
lot of taxpayers would object if we were
writing a $4 million check to Steven
Spielberg.”

Yes, that Steven Spielberg. One of the re-
cently credits was created specifically to lure
Spielberg to Virginia as the location for his
new movie about Abraham Lincoln. It
worked, and the feature film is now being
filmed in Richmond. But the casting call
came at a price to taxpayers. In 2010, the
General Assembly created a $2.5 million

Virginia Motion Picture Tax Credit program.
Republican Governor Bob McDonnell kicked
in $1 million from the Governor’s Motion
Picture Opportunity Fund as well as $1.1
million in-kind contributions, including use
of the governor’s office. That puts Virginia
taxpayers on the hook for about $4.6 mil-
lion to support a film produced by one of
the wealthiest men in Hollywood.

“Film production means job creation,”
said McDonnell in a written statement.
“Here in Virginia, we are committed to
partnering with the film industry to bring
more productions to the commonwealth in
order to create more good jobs for our citi-
zens.”

THE ONLY REASON taxpayers know how
much money was spent specifically to lure
Spielberg is that the tax incentive in ques-
tion was designed specifically for him. Other
recipients of tax credits lurk in the shad-
ows, with the state code acting as a shield
to hide their identity. Nobody knows who
is benefiting from the green jobs tax credit,
for example, or the land preservation tax
credit. Although the Virginia Department of
Taxation keeps careful records about which
corporations and individuals are receiving
the tax preferences, Virginia code section
58.1-3 forbids state officials from allowing
the public or the press to follow the money.

“We can give general information about

how many credits have been issued for a
given category,” said Joel Davision, public
relations manager for the department. “But
we can’t give you specific information about
individuals.”

That means that billions of dollars are
given out each year to special interests in
untraceable amounts, with recipients hid-
ing behind the veil of the Virginia tax code.
In 2008 alone, taxpayers forked over $12.5
billion in tax incentives to special interests
— almost as much money as the $14.3 bil-
lion in revenue collected under those taxes.
And nobody is minding the store. No pro-
cess currently exists to evaluate the effec-
tiveness of tax preferences. As a result, the
General Assembly is not provided with in-
formation needed to take appropriate ac-
tion in order to improve, revise or elimi-
nate the tax credits once they are created.
Moreover, it’s all done outside of pubic view.

“People should know who’s receiving
these tax credits,” said Del. Charniele Her-
ring, adding that she’ll be voting in favor of
Surovell’s legislation. “Disclosure is an im-
portant part of open government.”

VIRGINIA OFFERS almost 200 tax pref-
erences in the form of exemptions, subtrac-
tions, deductions or credits. And the list
grows each year. Frustrated by the lack of
oversight in this process, Del. David Englin
(D-45) introduced legislation back in 2010

that would have created a tax expenditure
report detailing how many credits are be-
ing issued, how much money is involved
and whether or not they are achieving their
intended goals. Englin said he hit a wall of
resistance, and that the bill only passed af-
ter being “watered down” to the extent it
did little to shed more sunshine on this dark
corner of the commonwealth’s finances.

“There are a lot of corporate interests who
do not want sunshine on the tax credits they
receive,” said Englin, adding that he’ll sup-
port Surovell’s legislation. “The problem
Scott is going to run into is this notion of
tax privacy, so it’s going to be very difficult
to pass something like this.”

In the meantime, Englin is drafting what
he calls a “transparency and accountability
amendment.” Any time a tax expenditure
is being considered, Englin plans to suggest
this amendment to the measure. He says it
would create a sunset after five years and
require the Department of Taxation to re-
port on how many times the tax preference
was used and how much money was spent.
It would also include a statement of the
original purpose of the tax preference so
lawmakers could come to their own con-
clusions as to whether or not it accom-
plished what it was supposed to accomplish.

“We are hemorrhaging money,” said
Englin. “And these tax expenditures need
more scrutiny.”

Trying To Unveil State Tax Incentives
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CONNECTION RULE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION/REDEVELOPMENT
On December 6, 2011, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors (BOS) held a
public hearing regarding an ordinance to establish exclusive water service
areas and maximum allowable rates, fees, and charges within Fairfax County
for water service. At the same meeting, the BOS enacted the ordinance as
Section 65-6-13 of the Code of Fairfax County. Section (a) of the ordinance
provides that effective 12:01 a.m. December 7, 2011, Fairfax Water will be the
provider of retail public water service within Fairfax County, Virginia, for any
new construction or redevelopment of any dwelling unit and any residential or
non-residential structure, unless Fairfax Water determines it cannot make
water service available due to a utility-related reason.

The ordinance requires that any determination by Fairfax Water that it
cannot make service available be made in accordance with policies, rules,
or regulations established by Fairfax Water for the purpose of establishing
when a utility-related reason exists that prevents it from supplying water.
The ordinance further requires that the policies, rules, or regulations be
adopted by Fairfax Water after notice and a public hearing.

At 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 12, 2012, Fairfax Water will conduct
a public hearing on its proposed CONNECTION RULE FOR NEW
CONSTRUCTION/ REDEVELOPMENT. The hearing will be held in Fairfax
Water’s offices at 8570 Executive Park Avenue, Fairfax, VA.

A copy of the proposed rule can be viewed on our Web site at
http://www.fairfaxwater.org. Those wishing to speak at this hearing or
desiring a copy of the proposed rule should call Ms. Eva Catlin at
703-289-6017. Interested parties may submit written comments to
PublicHearingComments@fairfaxwater.org or mail written comments to:

Fairfax Water
Public Hearing Comments
8570 Executive Park Avenue
Fairfax, VA 22031

All written comments must be received by close of business on Wednesday,
January 11, 2012 to be included in the record of the public hearing.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Art & Framing by Valentino
Custom Framing & Fine Art

Rose Valentino, Owner
roseval@gmail.com

Mount Vernon Antique Center
www.mtvantiques.com

8101 Richmond Highway
Alexandria, VA 22309
(703-505-9334

(By appointment)
www.art-and-framing.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

NOTICE
Edward E. Gahres, MD is closing his 
medical practice at 5021 Seminary 
Rd, Ste 109, Alexandria, VA, on De-
cember 31, 2011. Patients interested 
in requesting copies of their medical 
records should call (703) 931-7515 

between 10 am and 4 pm, 
Mon., Tues. and Thurs.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Tutoring Available in the 
Northern Virginia Area

Dean's List College Graduate with Years 
of Experience.

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and Grades Considered

Math, Spanish, English
$35/hour

Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

102 Instruction 102 Instruction

WHY MOVE?

Get assisted living in your own home.
Employees Drug Screened, Background 

checked and RN Supervised. 
American owned & operated since 2001. 

Free in-home assessment 

call 703-591-7117.

110 Elderly Care 110 Elderly Care

12 Commercial Lease

Office Space for Lease in 
Oakton. Approx. 800sf Avail 
Immediately. 703-820-2500

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Angel F. Rodriguez Jr, Sole 
Proprietor, DBA Angel’s Vine-
yard Wine Shop, 103 N. West 
St, 2nd Floor, Alexandria, VA 
22308. The above establish-
ment is applying to the Virginia 
Department of Alcoholic Bev-
erage Control for an Internet 
Wine Retailer’s License where 
in consideration of payment, 
internet or telephone orders 
are taken and shipped directly 
to the consumers and which 
establishment is not a retail 
store open to the public. Angel 
F. Rodriguez Jr, owner.
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to the Board no later 
than 30 days from the date of 
the first two required newspa-
per publications. Objections 
should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-
552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

34 Pets

Kittens/Cats all vetted 
adorable adoption fee 1-703-
608-2605 Save us Please! 

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

EmploymentEmployment

P/T  Administrative Assis’t
Minimum Qualifications: 
Christian with good public relation skills, 
pleasant telephone manners, computer skills,  
3 years office experience, HS diploma,  flex-
ibility  in  schedule,  and   able  to multitask. 
Hours:
20 hours/week,  Tues - Fri,   5 hours/day.  
Faith Evangelical Presbyterian Church, 5725 
Castlewellan Drive, Kingstowne, VA 22315. 
To Apply:  

fax  resume:   703-971-3803,  or email: 
faithbusinessmgr@verizon.net

Registered Nurses
Be a part of an exciting opportunity as a 
Registered Nurse to use your talents and 
skills to provide nurse case management 
for persons with intellectual/develop-
mental disabilities. As a member of an 
interdisciplinary team, you will work 
collaboratively to design health care 
plans across the continuum for services 
appropriate to health needs.

The Northern Virginia Training Center, 
9901 Braddock Rd, Fairfax, VA 22032-

1941. Phone: (703) 3232-4012 
www.nvtc.dbhds.virginia.gov

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

703-823-5156

COMMERCIAL SNOW
REMOVAL SERVICES

SNOW REMOVAL SNOW REMOVAL

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

News

For Boosters Club
Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber
president Michael Gailliot
shows trees at the Mount
Vernon Athletic Boosters Club
holiday tree sale at the school
on Saturday morning, Dec. 17.

Photo by

Louise Krafft/

The Gazette

LARCENIES
5800 block of Cameron Run Terrace. Cash

stolen from residence.
7200 block of Harrison Lane. Stereo stolen

from vehicle.
2300 block of Huntington Ave. Cigarettes

stolen from business.
8200 block of McClelland Place. Tools stolen

from vehicle.
7400 block of Mount Vernon Square.

Groceries stolen from business.
6200 block of North Kings Highway. Liquor

stolen from business.
4600 block of Odessa Drive. License plate

stolen from vehicle.

2500 block of Parkers Lane. Purse stolen from
business.

2500 block of Parkers Lane. License plate
stolen from vehicle.

2300 block of Pipit Drive. iPods stolen from
two vehicles.

2600 block of Redcoat Drive. Camera and
serving dishes stolen from residence.

7300 block of Richmond Highway. Beer
stolen from business.

7600 block of Richmond Highway. Flea and
tick spray stolen from business.

9100 block of Richmond Highway. Tools and
GPS stolen from vehicle.

3700 block of Rolling Hills Ave. Pager stolen
from residence.

Activities reported by the Mt. Vernon police department through Dec. 16.

Crime Report

Donald R. Rogers
Donald R. Rogers, 78 of Woodford, raised

in Mount Vernon, formerly of Woodbridge,
died Monday Dec. 12, 2011. He had retired
after 38 years as chief electrical supervisor
at Ft. Belvoir and then retired again from
Prince William County, as an electrical in-
spector. He also served as a Prince William
County Sheriff Auxiliary Deputy for many
years. He enjoyed drag racing and had won
numerous races and trophies.

Survivors include his wife, Pearl C.
Rogers; a daughter, Donna Page and her

husband Tom; a brother, Caroll L. “Puddy”
Rogers; two grandchildren, Thomas Allen
“TJ” Page Jr. and Angela Christine Page; two
great grandchildren, Michael Patrick Allen
“Mick” Page and Kendall Leighann Page.

He was preceded in death by a brother,
Ralph Rogers. A funeral service was held
Saturday Dec. 17 at 11 a.m. in the chapel
of Storke Funeral Home, Bowling Green,
with burial in Stafford Memorial Park. Sign
register book online at
www.storkefuneralhome.com.

Obituary

Correction
In “Mother Condemns Death Penalty”

[Mount Vernon Gazette, Dec. 15-21], Steve
Northrup, executive director of Virginians
for Alternatives to the Death Penalty, de-
scribed

Montana, Colorado and Kansas as being
among the states with strong abolition
movements that could be successful in the
near future. They did not abolish capital
punishment as noted in the story.
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